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T H E  P O I N T  I S  A  C O M M U N I T Y  H U B  I N  T H E  H U N T S 
P O I N T  S E C T I O N  O F  T H E  B R O N X ,  C E N T E R I N G  O N 
Y O U T H ,  A R T S ,  C U LT U R E ,  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T A L 
J U S T I C E .  O U R  M I S S I O N  I S  T O  C U LT I V A T E 
L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  C R E A T I V I T Y  T O  C E L E B R A T E 
T H E  C U LT U R E  A N D  T A L E N T S  O F  O U R  N E I G H B O R S . 
W E  W O R K  A C R O S S  G E N E R A T I O N S  T O  I M A G I N E , 
D E S I G N ,  A N D  W O R K  T O W A R D S  A  B E T T E R  B R O N X .

I N  T H E  F A L L  O F  2 0 2 2 ,  T H E  7 - W E E K  Y O U T H 
O R G A N I Z I N G  P R O G R A M  ( Y . O . )  F O C U S E D  O N  T H E 
F O U N D A T I O N  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  O R G A N I Z I N G 
A N D  T H E  A R T S .  T H E  I T E R A T I V E  N A T U R E  O F 
Y . O .  D E V E L O P S  Y O U N G  P E O P L E ' S  C A P A C I T Y 
T O  B E  L E A D E R S .  T H E  Y . O .  P R O G R A M  O R B I T S 
A R O U N D  E F F E C T I V E LY  S H I F T I N G  P O W E R  I N  O U R 
C O M M U N I T Y  W H I L E  I N F U S I N G  A R T S  I N T O  S O C I A L 
J U S T I C E .  T H I S  P R O G R A M  I S  G R O U N D E D  I N  T H E 
L E G A C Y  O F  T H E  P O I N T ' S  A . C . T . I . O . N .  P R O G R A M 
A N D  T H E  E N E R G Y  F R O M  A  N E W E R  L O C A L  G R O U P, 
A G E N T S  O F  C H A N G E . 

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  T O  G E T
I N V O LV E D  E M A I L  U S  A T  I N F O @ T H E P O I N T . O R G
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Z I N E  C R E D I T S  & 
S P E C I A L  T H A N K  Y O U 
T O :

P A R T I C I P A N T S :

A X E L  H E R N A N D E Z
B R A N D O N  G O N Z A L E Z 
B R I A N N A  S A N C H E Z 
C A R M E N  E D E R
D A N I E L  I N F A N T E 
D A N Y E L I N  S A N C H E Z
D A R R I A N  V I V E S
E S T R E L L A  M E N D E Z
E L I A N A  R I V E R A 
G E O F F  A D O M
J A S E  B O Y D
J A Y D E N  K E N Y O N
J A Y LY N N  N U N E Z 
J A Y V O N  J A C K S O N
J E R E M I A H  O W U S U
J E R E M I A H 
V E L A Z Q U E Z
J O A N N A  R A M O S
J U L I A N  H A R R I S
L I N D A  S M I T H
M A R K E I A  R O B I N S O N
N A N A  K U D O M
N I C O L E  M O N T A LV O
O S C A R  G A R C I A
A T H E N A  D I L A U R A 
R E A N A  P O R R A S
S E R E N I T Y  F I G U E R O A 
S K Y E  C E D E N O 
T E R E S A  M O L I N A

E D U C A T O R S :

A M A N D A  B A R R E T O
A R Y A N N A  O S O R I O 
D A R I E L L A  R O D R I G U E Z
G U E S S A N  E F F I
H A T U E Y  R A M O S - F E R M Í N 
V I C T O R  D A V I L A 
V I D A  C A S T R O

T E C H N I C A L  S U P P O R T :

A P U R V A  J H A M B
M A Y A  A R I A S 
A S H L E E  M E J I A
L E O N I D A S  P A U L I N O

T H I S  P R O G R A M  W A S 
M A D E  P O S S I B L E  B Y 
G E N E R O U S  G R A N T S 
F R O M :

T H E  P I N K E R T O N 
F O U N D A T I O N ,  N E W 
Y O R K  S T A T E  A S S E M B LY 
M E M B E R  A M A N D A 
S E P T I M O ,  N E W  Y O R K 
S T A T E  A S S E M B LY 
M E M B E R  K E N N Y 
B U R G O S ,  N E W  Y O R K 
S T A T E  O F F I C E  O F 
C H I L D R E N  A N D  F A M I LY 
S E R V I C E S ,  A N O N Y M O U S , 
B Y D A L E  F O U N D A T I O N
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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P O I N T  Z I N E ' S 
P L AY L I S T  C U R AT O R :  J U L I A N  H A R R I S 

W E  A R E  O F T E N  H E A R D ,  B U T  N O T  T R U LY 
L I S T E N E D  T O . 

T H I S  P L AY L I S T  R E P R E S E N T S  T H E  F E E L I N G S 
O F  T H O S E  W H O  H AV E  T O  L I V E  W I T H  A I R 
P O L L U T I O N  I N  T H E I R  N E I G H B O R H O O D ,  A S 
W E L L  A S  T H E  U N I Q U E  M I N D  B O R N  F R O M  T H E 
C O N S E Q U E N C E S . 

W E  A R E  LY R I C S  E V E R Y O N E  H E A R S  I N  A  S O N G 
B U T  A R E  N O T  T R U LY  L I S T E N E D  T O . 

H E R E  I S  A  P L AY L I S T  T O  A C C O M PA N Y  Y O U  
W H I L E  R E A D I N G  O U R  Z I N E . 
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A N Y  D E C I S I O N S  A B O U T  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y 
S H O U L D N ’ T  B E  M A D E  W I T H O U T  O U R  I N P U T .

				    - R E A N A  P O R R A S
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Food Justice
Author: Linda Smith

The fight for food Justice is a grassroots struggle 
emerging from communities in response to food 
insecurity and economic pressures that prevent access 
to healthy, nutritious, and culturally appropriate food.

How Many Children Struggle with Food insecurity? 
There are 9 Million Children in the United States 
who live with food insecurity. How many children 
starve each day? 3.1 million children are starving 
in the United States. A child dies from hunger 
every 10 seconds! One of the largest contributors 
to food insecurity is climate change. In addition, 
communities living in poverty lack equal access to 
resources leaving many unable to afford the food 
they need.

The lack of Food Justice has such a big impact in 
the United States which makes it hard for families to 
have access to food and the healthy nutritious food 
they need. Some way we can make a change in the high 
rates of food insecurity is that more food programs 
produce a fair amount of food so that all families can 
access amounts the right size for their families. We 
need more support and funds to help us get the food 
and resources we need and put a stop to poverty. 
We need to help families find better jobs and give 
them better pay to buy food. The government needs 
to support low-income families that are not earning 
enough to afford the food and the resources they 
need. I feel like if the government isn't going to solve 
food Insecurity in the United States, we have to stop 
waiting for them and come together as a community 
to make a change and stop food Insecurity for good.
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I L L U S T R A T I O N  B Y 
D A N I E L  I N F A N T E 
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I L L U S T R A T I O N  B Y  
N I C O L E  M O N T A LV O
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           FOOD INJUSTICE IN THE BRONX 
COMMUNITY INTERVIEW BY ESTRELLA MENDEZ AND JOANNA 

RAMOS 

Q.HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT FOOD INJUSTICE? AND WHAT 
DOES IT MEAN TO YOU?

A:“ITS DIFFICULT CAUSE GROWING UP POOR YOU SEE THAT 
EVERYONE JUST ASSUMES THE GOVERNMENT IS GONNA GIVE 
YOU FOOD AND THEY WILL TO SOME DEGREE BUT MOST OF 
THE FOOD IS EITHER UNAPPETIZING OR IT'S UNBALANCED. 
I KNOW WHY YOU GUYS EAT JUNK FOOD BECAUSE TO BUY 
FRUIT OR VEGETABLES IT'S LIKE 20 TIMES THE COST OF 
WHERE I LIVE. I SEE FOOD INJUSTICE AS THE ACCESS YOU 
GUYS HAVE TO FOOD AND I DON'T THINK YOU GUYS HAVE 
THAT. (REFERRING TO US TEENAGERS.)”

B:“I'VE NOTICED RECENTLY THAT MY GROCERY STORE HAS A 
LOT OF FOOD THAT NEEDS TO BE FRESH AND PERISHABLE. 
THERE'S JUST NEVER ANYTHING, MAYBE LIKE 3 BAGS OF 
LETTUCE…” 

Q.IF YOU HAD THE POWER OR ABILITY TO MAKE A CHANGE IN 
THIS ISSUE WHAT STEPS WOULD YOU TAKE?

A:“ITS DIFFICULT…PROBABLY TRY AND PARTNER UP LOCAL 
FARMERS WITH NEIGHBORSHOODS THAT ARE FACING FOOD 
INSECURITY… ITS A DIFFICULT QUESTION BECAUSE THERES 
SO MANY ELEMENTS THAT FALL INTO FOOD INJUSTICE THAT 
MAKE STEPS HARD TO COME UP WITH TO SOLVE THIS ISSUE”. 

B: ADDRESSING ALL OF THOSE ARE STARTING AT ONE POINT 
AND THEN BRANCHING OUT STARTING WITH MAKING SURE 
THERE IS ENOUGH FOOD FOR EVERYBODY LIKE CHEAP 
AVAILABLE NOT RAN UP BY THE MARKET AND THINGS LIKE 
THAT” 

HOW DO YOU THINK RACISM PLAYS A BIG ROLE IN FOOD 
INJUSTICE?

“YES ABSOLUTELY BECAUSE HERE IN THE CITY WE’RE 
SEGREGATED. WE’RE DIVIDED INTO RACE GROUPS AND 
WHEN YOU GO TO CERTAIN RACE GROUPS THE FOOD THEY 
ARE BEING SOLD ISN'T UP TO DATE SOME ARE UNHEALTHY, 
UNAPPETIZING AND SOME ARE JUST SPOILED FOOD.”
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A LOT OF PEOPLE ALSO GO TO DOMINO'S IN HUNTS POINT, WHETHER 
I’M COMING OUT OF SCHOOL OR ON AT NIGHT GOING HOME, PEOPLE 
ARE ALWAYS THERE. -JAYDEN KENYON 

EVERYONE KNOWS KENNEDY’S CHICKEN SPOT. ALTHOUGH IT’S A FAST 
FOOD SPOT EVERY TIME I’M THERE I ALWAYS SEE THEM LOOK OUT FOR 
HOMELESS PEOPLE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
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OSCAR GARCIA

THE SOUTH BRONX IN NEW YORK CITY HAS NEIGHBORHOODS 
WITH MANY PEOPLE BELOW THE POVERTY LINE AND ON 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE. SINCE PEOPLE STARTED TO BUY MORE 
JUNK FOOD BECAUSE SUPERMARKET PRICES WENT UP 
AND FAST FOOD RESTAURANTS OFFER DEALS, COMPANIES 
LIKE MCDONALD'S TAKE ADVANTAGE OF BLACK AND BROWN 
COMMUNITIES SUCH AS OURS. 
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S C A N  H E R E  T O  G E T  Y O U R
 F R E E  G R O C E R I E S  H E R E  !
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- T E R E S A  M O L I N A 
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NIKKI - FOOD JUSTICE 
WE NEED MORE FARMS THAT ARE AVAILABLE FOR PEOPLE TO 
ENTER SO THEY CAN GET COMPLETELY FRESH FRUITS AND 
VEGETABLES TO HAVE TO EAT AND THERE ARE INDIVIDUALS 
WHO CAN’T AFFORD TO BUY THESE ITEMS SO IT GIVES 
EVERYONE AN OPPORTUNITY TO GET SUPPORT WHICH 
REPRESENTS FOOD JUSTICE. EVERYONE SHOULD HAVE EASY 
ACCESS TO FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES TO SUPPORT 
THEMSELVES AND FAMILY.
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BRIANNA SANCHEZ
NIKKI AND I DREW A FARM FOR THE COMMUNITY, AND MANY 

PEOPLE LIKE FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. IT WOULD BE NICE TO HAVE 
A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE CAN GET THE BEST FRUITS AND BETTER 

PRICES FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT AFFORD A $10 FRUIT PLATTER.
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Robinson
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What's going on
in Hunts Point?
WWW.HUNTSPO INT .NYC
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SOMETIMES AIR GETS DIRTY 
JAYVON JACKSON 

THIS PICTURE DEPICTS A HIGHWAY WITH CARS ALONG 
SIDE A ROAD , THIS REPRESENTS THE BRUCKNER 
EXPRESSWAY AND THE POLLUTION THAT THE CARS 
CAUSE. THIS HAS AN IMPACT ON THE PEOPLE THAT 
LIVE NEAR THE HIGHWAY AND COULD CONTRIBUTE TO 
THE INCREASE IN CASES OF ADHD AND AUTISM.
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When you're living in the Bronx you will start to understand,
not everything is seen, the lies the government hands
We need answers that we can’t have
because the government keeps them from us
They are power hungry
They are greedy
They put the rich above us
Too much pollution in the air is killing our communities
the smell of trash is filling our lungs
The smoke from trucks suffocate me on my runs
The struggle is so real I don’t know how I feel
They just wanna keep their power
They don’t care about our crying
On the outside we may look fine,
 but in the inside we are dying
This endless suffering, pain, and bad lungs
How much more of this must we take before we break ?

-Danyelin Sanchez
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A story untold

by Brandon Gonzalez

It was 8 pm on a beautiful summer evening. My friend John 
and I were playing the best game of flag football with about 
8 others. Mud followed our footsteps as we ran in that 
swampy field. It was like our moods were running off our 
genuine laughs which were so loud. Maria the old lady stuck 
her head out the window from down the block telling us to 
shush about 3 times. John threw the ball to me, I caught it 
but accidentally landed the wrong way and fell over. 

For about 4 seconds silence filled the air as all laughs blew 
away and worried faces stood upon me. For about 4 seconds 
laid on the floor but on the 5th second the football rose 
from my body and everyone cheered so loud. John informed 
me before playing another game that his chest was feeling 
tight and insisted he should go home. “Come on Johnny for 
all that trash talking you do,you GOTTA have a few more 
passes in you.” I told John not knowing that would be the 
worst choice of my life. I had a few sips of water in my 
water bottle which I gave John but it was enough to fix the 
dehydration most likely. He told me he had a few more games 
in him as he was gasping for air. The sun started to leave 
us behind on the field as the lamppost lights replaced it to 
brighten the night sky.

We went on to play another game and Anthony said “ I’m
about to make you quit the only sport you are decent at.” For 
some strange reason John didn’t reply which was abnormal 
because Johnny was the biggest trash talker anyone knew. 
We then proceeded to play and John's arm was a little off 
for the first throw. The other team caught an interception 
and scored. We scored a lucky touchdown and the score 
became tied. This was our 3rd down if I didn’t catch the ball 
and we would’ve most likely lost.

John threw the ball so far , I swore he probably would’ve 
been in the NFL with that pin perfect throw. I caught the 
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ball and the city heard my team's chants. But besides me 
catching that ball I still missed something. I missed the fact 
that my best friend's body collapsed on the floor struggling 
to breathe. I told my friend Mike to Rush and call the 
police so he ran fast to the phone. the cops got there in 10 
minutes. when they took his blue body into the abundance I 
ran until my legs were outside of the hospital. 

When we got the news John did not make it and passed away 
from an asthma attack I stood standing without a single 
motion. John might have died that day but my soul went with 
him to heaven. For months I wasn’t able to sleep with the 
guilt that ran around in my head. “IF only I told him to go 
home he would be here with me right now.” I blamed myself 
for so long but I failed to realize something. After doing 
research on asthma I found out 1-4 people in the Bronx,
in my community suffer from the disease. There was 
something going on and I just couldn’t see it. 

little did I know the problem was right in front of our faces 
all over in our community. Trash everywhere not being 
maintained, trash treated rivers,destructive highways farting 
terrible gases into our lungs. We had to do something for 
our community, for John! Want environmental justice! We 
want equality! We want to be taken seriously! We want our 
rights! But most importantly we need to be heard! John is 
not the only one who would never get to see the day of light 
again because the government won’t try and clean up a mess 
they made!
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I L L U S T R AT I O N  B Y 
E L I A N A  R I V E R A
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Air Quality Effects Vocabulary Random

Air Quality 
Index

It causes 
Asthma and 

other 
respiratory 
conditions

A harmful 
poisonous 
substance

Bad Air 
Quality in 
Buildings

0-50 is good 
Air Quality

It can stunt 
growth by 
weakening 

photosynthe
se

Smoke and 
Fog 50

Because of 
the Trucks

Vehicle 
emissions, 
Coal fueled 

Power 
Plants

Odourless, 
Colorless, 

Gas

More Plants/
 Air Purifier

THE POINT CDC
YOUTH ORGANIZING 
AIR QUALITY
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Air Quality Effects Vocabulary Random

What does 
AQI stand 

for?

How does 
bad air 

quality affect 
health?

What is 
Pollution?

What is sick 
building 

syndrome?

What is 
considered 

good air 
quality?

How does 
bad air 

quality affect 
food 

production?

What is 
Smog?

What is bad 
air quality?

Why does 
Hunts Point 
have bad air 

quality?

What are the 
main causes 

of air 
pollution?

What is 
Carbon 

dioxide?

How to 
improve air 
quality at 

home?

THE POINT CDC
YOUTH ORGANIZING 
AIR QUALITY

J A S E  B O Y D   A N D  C A R M E N  E D E R
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A  C O M I C  
B Y  A R T I S T:
J E R E M I A H 
V E L A Z Q U E Z
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Air Quality in Hunts Point 

Reana Porras interviewing Bronx residents and students, Athena  
Dilaura and Brandon Gonzalez

Q: How would you describe the air quality in Hunts Point?

Athena: The air quality in Hunts point is terrible. With all the 
trucks and gas that contaminates the air, it attacks the asthmatic 
people. I personally suffer from this everytime I come over here.

Brandon: The air quality in hunt point is harmful.

Q: Do you or someone you know has asthma? If so, do you 
think the air quality plays a part in it?

Athena: I have asthma and coming to the hunts point community 
I have to constantly make sure I have my asthma pump on me 
because at some moments I start to feel a tight pain in my chest, 
especially when i’m doing something outside. I hate this area.

Brandon: Yes, my great grandma got asthma. The air quality 
definitely plays a part in it.

Q: How do you think we can start improving the air quality?

Athena: to improve the air quality in Hunts Point, trucks should 
be limited. To improve the quality of the air they should put some 
type of filter on the trucks. We improved in technology and we 
should be able to figure out how to make the gas that comes out 
of trucks cleaner.

Brandon: First we gotta be heard, people have to start noticing 
us. The government got to start cleaning up its mess.
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P O R T R A I T  B Y  R E N   F I G U E R O A



35w w w . t h e p o i n t . o r g  |



36  |  @ t h e p o i n t c d c

P O R T R A I T  B Y 
S K Y E  C E D E N O 
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I L L U S T R A T I O N  B Y   J A Y LY N N   N U N E Z
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Facilities in Development

Over 2 million

packages are

delivered in NYC

each day, leading to

increases in truck

traffic and emissions.

 

LAST-MILE TRUCKING

FACILITIES 

AN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE CRISIS:

THE THREAT OF MORE WAREHOUSES

These types of facilities are fundamentally different from

traditional warehouses that store excess inventory—due to their

larger size and intensive truck usage—and will bring thousands

of additional diesel trucks & delivery vans to New York City’s

already congested streets. Without new controls, these vehicles

will emit tons of toxic air pollutants into neighborhoods already

suffering from poor air quality and associated health impacts.

MORE TRUCK TRAFFIC, NOISE, & AIR POLLUTION 

UNREGULATED ZONING

These giant facilities do not undergo any

public review process or environmental

review because they are not defined under

zoning law, so NYC Department of City

Planning treats them as “warehouses”
which can be constructed "as-of-right" in

manufacturing districts and C8 commercial

districts. These trucking facilities are being

concentrated in communities of color and

low-income communities, where residents,

schoolchildren, and workers have long been

exposed to disproportionately high levels of

harmful vehicle exhaust.

If left unregulated, these giant facilities will lead to:
increases in truck traffic, higher emissions, more congestion, more waste, and

unsafe streets
 

Red Hook & Sunset Park, Brooklyn

NY Assembly District 51
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Between 2015-2018,

truck traffic

volumes have

grown by 21% and is

expected to

continue to grow.

COMMUNITY-LED ENVIRONMENTAL

JUSTICE SOLUTIONS 

MANAGING E-COMMERCE NEIGHBORHOOD IMPACTS:

REGULATING & ELECTRIFYING TRUCKING FACILITIES

Frontline environmental justice communities across NYC faced with the impacts of giant last

mile trucking facilities have come together to work collaboratively with partners & allies to

develop a citywide initiative to pass a Zoning Resolution Text Amendment for a Special

Permit.

CREATING A ZONING RESOLUTION TEXT AMENDMENT

THE ZONING RESOLUTION MUST:

Define last-mile facilities based on size & number

of vehicle trips per day

Require last-mile developers to seek a special

permit from the City Planning Commission

Direct the city to consider impacts on vehicular

congestion and air pollution in surrounding

frontline communities

Require compliance with zoning standards to

protect our waterfront

Prevent the clustering of last-mile facilities in

frontline communities

Require facilities to use renewable energy and

not fossil fuels for onsite & operational activities 

Align with New York's Climate Leadership &

Community Protection Act mandates

For more information on the impacts of last-mile trucking facilities, contact: kevin@nyc-eja.org

NEW YORK LAWYERS FOR THE PUBLIC INTEREST

NYC ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ALLIANCE

UPROSE

THE POINT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

EARTHJUSTICE

EL PUENTE
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U P C O M I N G  A T 
T H E  P O I N T

A r t s  C l u b ,  W e d n e s d a y s  6 - 8 p m
F e m  F l a v a  3 / 1 8
L i v i n g  L e g e n d s  c o n c e r t  s e r i e s  4 / 2 2  |  7 / 1 5

T o w n  H a l l  4 / 2 9
F i s h  P a r a d e  6 / 1 7

e n r o l l  i n 
a r t ,  p h o t o g r a p h y , m u s i c , d a n c e ,  c i r c u s 
c l a s s e s ,  S u m m e r  y o u t h  e m p l o y m e n t 

F O R  I N Q U I R I E S :
I N F O @ T H E P O I N T. O R G 
W W W . T H E P O I N T. O R G

D AT E S  M AY  B E  S U B J E C T  T O  C H A N G E

9 4 0  M A N I D A  S T R E E T
B R O N X ,  N Y
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I L L U S T R AT I O N  B Y 
E S T R E L L A  M E N D E Z 

A N D  J O A N N A  R A M O S 


