


THE POINT IS A COMMUNITY HUB IN THE HUNTS
POINT SECTION OF THE BRONX, CENTERING ON
YOUTH, ARTS, CULTURE, AND ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE. OUR MISSION IS TO CULTIVATE
LEADERSHIP AND CREATIVITY TO CELEBRATE
THE CULTURE AND TALENTS OF OUR NEIGHBORS.
WE WORK ACROSS GENERATIONS TO IMAGINE,
DESIGN, AND WORK TOWARDS A BETTER BRONX.

IN THE FALL OF 2022, THE 7-WEEK YOUTH
ORGANIZING PROGRAM (Y.O.) FOCUSED ON THE
FOUNDATION OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZING

AND THE ARTS. THE ITERATIVE NATURE OF

Y.O. DEVELOPS YOUNG PEOPLE'S CAPACITY

TO BE LEADERS. THE Y.O. PROGRAM ORBITS
AROUND EFFECTIVELY SHIFTING POWER IN OUR
COMMUNITY WHILE INFUSING ARTS INTO SOCIAL
JUSTICE. THIS PROGRAM IS GROUNDED IN THE
LEGACY OF THE POINT'S A.C.T.1.O.N. PROGRAM
AND THE ENERGY FROM A NEWER LOCAL GROUP,
AGENTS OF CHANGE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO GET
INVOLVED EMAIL US AT INFO@THEPOINT.ORG
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ZINE CREDITS &
SPECIAL THANK YOU

TO:
PARTICIPANTS:

AXEL HERNANDEZ
BRANDON GONZALEZ
BRIANNA SANCHEZ
CARMEN EDER
DANIEL INFANTE
DANYELIN SANCHEZ
DARRIAN VIVES
ESTRELLA MENDEZ
ELIANA RIVERA
GEOFF ADOM

JASE BOYD

JAYDEN KENYON
JAYLYNN NUNEZ
JAYVON JACKSON
JEREMIAH OWUSU
JEREMIAH
VELAZQUEZ
JOANNA RAMOS
JULIAN HARRIS
LINDA SMITH
MARKEIA ROBINSON
NANA KUDOM
NICOLE MONTALVO
OSCAR GARCIA
ATHENA DILAURA
REANA PORRAS
SERENITY FIGUEROA
SKYE CEDENO
TERESA MOLINA

EDUCATORS:

AMANDA BARRETO
ARYANNA OSORIO
DARIELLA RODRIGUEZ
GUESSAN EFFI

HATUEY RAMOS-FERMIN
VICTOR DAVILA

VIDA CASTRO

TECHNICAL SUPPORT:

APURVA JHAMB
MAYA ARIAS
ASHLEE MEJIA
LEONIDAS PAULINO

THIS PROGRAM WAS
MADE POSSIBLE BY
GENEROUS GRANTS
FROM:

THE PINKERTON
FOUNDATION, NEW
YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMBER AMANDA
SEPTIMO, NEW YORK
STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMBER KENNY
BURGOS, NEW YORK
STATE OFFICE OF
CHILDREN AND FAMILY
SERVICES, ANONYMOUS,
BYDALE FOUNDATION
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Tame Impala - Let It Happen (Official Audio)

TAME IVIPALA LET IT HAPPEN
Tame Impala *+ 19M views * 7 years ago

After Dark

4 Mr.Kitty - Topic * 115M views * 6 years ago
4:20

Juice WRLD - I'll Be Fine (Official Audio)

The Point Zine

Julian Harris

47M views - 4 years ago

67 videos 29 views Updated 4 days ago

=+ 2

P Play all

e Pilots - Chlorine (HQ Audio)

B8K views * 4 years ago

>3 sh

e Pilots Ride Audio

M views * 6 years ago

A MESSAGE FROM THE POINT ZINE'S
PLAYLIST CURATOR: JULIAN HARRIS

WE ARE OFTEN HEARD, BUT NOT TRULY
LISTENED TO.

THIS PLAYLIST REPRESENTS THE FEELINGS
OF THOSE WHO HAVE TO LIVE WITH AIR
POLLUTION IN THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD, AS
WELL AS THE UNIQUE MIND BORN FROM THE
CONSEQUENCES.

WE ARE LYRICS EVERYONE HEARS IN A SONG
BUT ARE NOT TRULY LISTENED TO.

HERE IS A PLAYLIST TO ACCOMPANY YOU
WHILE READING OUR ZINE.



ANY DECISIONS ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY
SHOULDN'T BE MADE WITHOUT OUR INPUT.

-REANA PORRAS
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Food Justice
Author: Linda Smith

The fight for food Justice is a grassroots struggle
emerging from communities in response to food
insecurity and economic pressures thatpreventaccess
to healthy, nutritious, and culturally appropriate food.

How Many Children Struggle with Food insecurity?
There are 9 Million Children in the United States
who live with food insecurity. How many children
starve each day? 3.1 million children are starving
in the United States. A child dies from hunger
every 10 seconds! One of the largest contributors
to food insecurity is climate change. In addition,
communities living in poverty lack equal access to
resources leaving many unable to afford the food
they need:

The lack of Food Justice has such a big impact in
the United States which makes it hard for families to
have access to food and the healthy nutritious food
they need. Some way we can make a change in the high
rates of food insecurity is that more food programs
produce a fair amount of food so that all families can
access amounts the right size for their families. We
need more support and funds to help us get the food
and resources we need and put a stop to poverty.
We need to help families find better jobs and give
them better pay to buy food. The government needs
to support low-income families that are not earning
enough to afford the food and the resources they
need. | feel like if the government isn't going to solve
food Insecurity in the United States, we have to stop
waiting for them and come together as a community

to make a change and stop food Insecurity for good.
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FOOD INJUSTICE IN THE BRONX
COMMUNITY INTERVIEW BY ESTRELLA MENDEZ AND JOANNA
RAMOS

Q.HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT FOOD INJUSTICE? AND WHAT
DOES IT MEAN TO YOU?

A:“ITS DIFFICULT CAUSE GROWING UP POOR YOU SEE THAT
EVERYONE JUST ASSUMES THE GOVERNMENT IS GONNA GIVE
YOU FOOD AND THEY WILL TO SOME DEGREE BUT MOST OF
THE FOOD IS EITHER UNAPPETIZING OR IT'S UNBALANCED.

I KNOW WHY YOU GUYS EAT JUNK FOOD BECAUSE TO BUY
FRUIT OR VEGETABLES IT'S LIKE 20 TIMES THE COST OF
WHERE | LIVE. | SEE FOOD INJUSTICE AS THE ACCESS YOU
GUYS HAVE TO FOOD AND | DON'T THINK YOU GUYS HAVE
THAT. (REFERRING TO US TEENAGERS.)”

B:“I'VE NOTICED RECENTLY THAT MY GROCERY STORE HAS A
LOT OF FOOD THAT NEEDS TO BE FRESH AND PERISHABLE.
THERE'S JUST NEVER ANYTHING, MAYBE LIKE 3 BAGS OF
LETTUCE...”

Q.IF YOU HAD THE POWER OR ABILITY TO MAKE A CHANGE IN
THIS ISSUE WHAT STEPS WOULD YOU TAKE?

A:“ITS DIFFICULT...PROBABLY TRY AND PARTNER UP LOCAL
FARMERS WITH NEIGHBORSHOODS THAT ARE FACING FOOD
INSECURITY... ITS A DIFFICULT QUESTION BECAUSE THERES
SO MANY ELEMENTS THAT FALL INTO FOOD INJUSTICE THAT
MAKE STEPS HARD TO COME UP WITH TO SOLVE THIS ISSUE”.

B: ADDRESSING ALL OF THOSE ARE STARTING AT ONE POINT
AND THEN BRANCHING OUT STARTING WITH MAKING SURE
THERE IS ENOUGH FOOD FOR EVERYBODY LIKE CHEAP
AVAILABLE NOT RAN UP BY THE MARKET AND THINGS LIKE
THAT”

HOW DO YOU THINK RACISM PLAYS A BIG ROLE IN FOOD
INJUSTICE?

“YES ABSOLUTELY BECAUSE HERE IN THE CITY WE’'RE
SEGREGATED. WE’RE DIVIDED INTO RACE GROUPS AND
WHEN YOU GO TO CERTAIN RACE GROUPS THE FOOD THEY
ARE BEING SOLD ISN'T UP TO DATE SOME ARE UNHEALTHY,
UNAPPETIZING AND SOME ARE JUST SPOILED FOOD.”
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A LOT OF PEOPLE ALSO GO TODOMINO S IN HUNTS POINT, WHETHER
I’'M COMING OUT OF SCHOOL OR ON AT NIGHT GOING HOME, PEOPLE
ARE ALWAYS THERE. -JAYDEN KENYON

EVERYONE KNOWS KENNEY’S CHICKEN SPOT. ALTHOUG IT'S AFAST
FOOD SPOT EVERY TIME I’'M THERE | ALWAYS SEE THEM LOOK OUT FOR
HOMELESS PEOPLE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.




Large French Fries

$4.59 480 Cal.

i} Favorite

Small Large Medium

OSCAR GARCIA

THE SOUTH BRONX IN NEW YORK CITY HAS NEIGHBORHOODS
WITH MANY PEOPLE BELOW THE POVERTY LINE AND ON
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE. SINCE PEOPLE STARTED TO BUY MORE
JUNK FOOD BECAUSE SUPERMARKET PRICES WENT UP

AND FAST FOOD RESTAURANTS OFFER DEALS, COMPANIES
LIKE MCDONALD'S TAKE ADVANTAGE OF BLACK AND BROWN
COMMUNITIES SUCH AS OURS.
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FOOD JUSTICE: SOLUTION IN

THE BRONX
,_/‘“ New Food Markets
~&' Opening in the
. Bronxl
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Fast food is bad for your health !
Everyday when you

walk in the Bronx you will mostly see
McDonalds everywhere . Kids get out of
school and they go straight to buy junk
and fast food. | actually love junk food
however thaths only due to the fact that

| grew up eating cheap unhealthy food.
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Fruits and vegtables in supermarkets
are getting more expensive than
junk food which is bad.
The bronx has to deal with poverty
Supermarkets wont be the solution
however if there are cheaper
options then people wont have badFiigah. MOLINA

www.thepoint.org | 15
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NIKKI AND | DREW A FARM FOR THE COMMUNITY, AND MANY
PEOPLE LIKE FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. IT WOULD BE NICE TO HAVE
A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE CAN GET THE BEST FRUITS AND BETTER
PRICES FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT AFFORD A $10 FRUIT PLATTER.
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Kellog i
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Markeia Robinson

Rich neighborhoods have more fresh foods than people who live in
the Bronx. The Bronx supermarkets should have more fresh food
and the equal access to fresh foods that rich communities have. At
affordable prices. Cost of food in the Bronx should be lower, so that
people would be able to afford the foods since supermarkets are
currently overpriced. The Bronx should have less fast food
restaurants because if there are a lot of fast food restaurants then
people are going to be likely to eat at the fast food and further

destroy intergenerational community health.
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SOMETIMES AIR GETS DIRTY
B JAYVON JACKSON

THIS PICTURE DEPICTS A HIGHWAY WITH CARS ALONG
SIDE A ROAD , THIS REPRESENTS THE BRUCKNER
EXPRESSWAY AND THE POLLUTION THAT THE CARS
CAUSE. THIS HAS AN IMPACT ON THE PEOPLE THAT
LIVE NEAR THE HIGHWAY AND COULD CONTRIBUTE TO
THE INCREASE IN CASES OF ADHD AND AUTISM.



When you're living in the Bronx you will start to understand,
not everything is seen, the lies the government hands
We need answers that we can’t have

because the government keeps them from us

They are power hungry

They are greedy

They put the rich above us

Too much pollution in the air is killing our communities
the smell of trash is filling our lungs

The smoke from trucks suffocate me on my runs

The struggle is so real | don’t know how | feel

They just wanna keep their power

They don’t care about our crying

On the outside we may look fine,

but in the inside we are dying

This endless suffering, pain, and bad lungs

How much more of this must we take before we break ?

-Danyelin Sanchez
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| NOTHING ABOUT US
WITHOUT US 15 FOR US
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A STORY UNTOLD
BY BRANDON GONzALEZ

IT wAs 8 PM ON A BEAUTIFUL SUMMER EVENING. MY FRIEND JOHN
AND | WERE PLAYING THE BEST GAME OF FLAG FOOTBALL WITH ABOUT
8 OTHERS. MUD FOLLOWED OUR FOOTSTEPS AS WE RAN IN THAT
SWAMPY FIELD. |T WAS LIKE OUR MOODS WERE RUNNING OFF OUR
GENUINE LAUGHS WHICH WERE SO LOUD. MARIA THE OLD LADY STUCK
HER HEAD OUT THE WINDOW FROM DOWN THE BLOCK TELLING US TO
SHUSH ABOUT 3 TIMES. JOHN THREW THE BALL TO ME, | CAUGHT IT
BUT ACCIDENTALLY LANDED THE WRONG WAY AND FELL OVER.

FOR ABOUT 4 SECONDS SILENCE FILLED THE AIR AS ALL LAUGHS BLEW
AWAY AND WORRIED FACES STOOD UPON ME. FOR ABOUT 4 SECONDS
LAID ON THE FLOOR BUT ON THE 5TH SECOND THE FOOTBALL ROSE
FROM MY BODY AND EVERYONE CHEERED SO LOUD. JOHN INFORMED
ME BEFORE PLAYING ANOTHER GAME THAT HIS CHEST WAS FEELING
TIGHT AND INSISTED HE SHOULD GO HOME. “COME ON JOHNNY FOR
ALL THAT TRASH TALKING You DO,You GOTTA HAVE A FEW MORE
PASSES IN YOU.” | TOLD JOHN NOT KNOWING THAT WOULD BE THE
WORST CHOICE OF MY LIFE. | HAD A FEW SIPS OF WATER IN MY
WATER BOTTLE WHICH | GAVE JOHN BUT IT WAS ENOUGH TO FIX THE
DEHYDRATION MOST LIKELY. HE TOLD ME HE HAD A FEW MORE GAMES
IN HIM AS HE WAS GASPING FOR AIR. THE SUN STARTED TO LEAVE

US BEHIND ON THE FIELD AS THE LAMPPOST LIGHTS REPLACED IT TO
BRIGHTEN THE NIGHT SKY.

WE WENT ON TO PLAY ANOTHER GAME AND ANTHONY SAID “ I'M
ABOUT TO MAKE YOU QUIT THE ONLY SPORT YOU ARE DECENT AT.” FOR
SOME STRANGE REASON JOHN DIDN’'T REPLY WHICH WAS ABNORMAL
BECAUSE JOHNNY WAS THE BIGGEST TRASH TALKER ANYONE KNEW.
WE THEN PROCEEDED TO PLAY AND JOHN'S ARM WAS A LITTLE OFF
FOR THE FIRST THROW. THE OTHER TEAM CAUGHT AN INTERCEPTION
AND SCORED. WE SCORED A LUCKY TOUCHDOWN AND THE SCORE
BECAME TIED. THIS WAS OUR 3RD DOWN IF | DIDN’T CATCH THE BALL
AND WE WOULD'VE MOST LIKELY LOST.

JOHN THREW THE BALL SO FAR , | SWORE HE PROBABLY WOULD'VE
BEEN IN THE NFL WITH THAT PIN PERFECT THROW. | CAUGHT THE

www.thepoint.org | 23



BALL AND THE CITY HEARD MY TEAM'S CHANTS. BUT BESIDES ME
CATCHING THAT BALL | STILL MISSED SOMETHING. | MISSED THE FACT
THAT MY BEST FRIEND'S BODY COLLAPSED ON THE FLOOR STRUGGLING
TO BREATHE. | TOLD MY FRIEND MIKE TO RUSH AND CALL THE

POLICE SO HE RAN FAST TO THE PHONE. THE COPS GOT THERE IN 10
MINUTES. WHEN THEY TOOK HIS BLUE BODY INTO THE ABUNDANCE |
RAN UNTIL MY LEGS WERE OUTSIDE OF THE HOSPITAL.

WHEN WE GOT THE NEWS JOHN DID NOT MAKE IT AND PASSED AWAY
FROM AN ASTHMA ATTACK | STOOD STANDING WITHOUT A SINGLE
MOTION. JOHN MIGHT HAVE DIED THAT DAY BUT MY SOUL WENT WITH
HIM TO HEAVEN. FOR MONTHS | WASN'T ABLE TO SLEEP WITH THE
GUILT THAT RAN AROUND IN MY HEAD. “IF oNLY | TOLD HIM TO GO
HOME HE WOULD BE HERE WITH ME RIGHT NOW.” | BLAMED MYSELF
FOR SO LONG BUT | FAILED TO REALIZE SOMETHING. AFTER DOING
RESEARCH ON ASTHMA | FOUND ouT 1-4 PEOPLE IN THE BRONX,

IN MY COMMUNITY SUFFER FROM THE DISEASE. THERE WAS
SOMETHING GOING ON AND | JUST COULDN’T SEE IT.

LITTLE DID | KNOW THE PROBLEM WAS RIGHT IN FRONT OF OUR FACES
ALL OVER IN OUR COMMUNITY. TRASH EVERYWHERE NOT BEING
MAINTAINED, TRASH TREATED RIVERS,DESTRUCTIVE HIGHWAYS FARTING
TERRIBLE GASES INTO OUR LUNGS. WE HAD TO DO SOMETHING FOR
OUR COMMUNITY, FOR JOHN! WANT ENVIRONMENTAL JusTICE! WE
WANT EQUALITY! WE WANT TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY! WE WANT OUR
RIGHTS! BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY WE NEED TO BE HEARD! JOHN IS
NOT THE ONLY ONE WHO WOULD NEVER GET TO SEE THE DAY OF LIGHT
AGAIN BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT WON'T TRY AND CLEAN UP A MESS
THEY MADE!
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ILLUSTRATION BY
ELIANA RIVERA
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THE POINT CDC

YOUTH ORGANIZING
AIR QUALITY

Air Quality

Air Quality
Index

0-50 is good
Air Quality

Because of
the Trucks

Effects

It causes
Asthma and
other
respiratory
conditions

It can stunt
growth by
weakening
photosynthe
se

Vehicle
emissions,
Coal fueled

Power
Plants

JEDPA

Vocabulary

A harmful
poisonous
substance

Smoke and
Fog

Odourless,
Colorless,
Gas

Random

Bad Air
Quality in
Buildings

More Plants/
Air Purifier
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THE POINT CDC

YOUTH ORGANIZING
AIR QUALITY

Air Quality

What does
AQl stand

for?

What is

considered
good air

quality?

Why does
Hunts Point
have bad air

quality?

Effects

How does
bad air
quality affect
health?

How does
bad air
quality affect
food
production?

What are the
main causes
of air
pollution?

Vocabulary

What is
Pollution?

What is
Smog?

What is
Carbon
dioxide?

JEAPARDLE

What is sick
building
syndrome?

What is bad
air quality?

How to
improve air
quality at
home?

JASE BOYD AND CARMEN EDER
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A COMIC

BY ARTIST:
JEREMIAH
VELAZQUEZ
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Air Quality in Hunts Point

Reana Porras interviewing Bronx residents and students, Athena
Dilaura and Brandon Gonzalez

Q: How would you describe the air quality in Hunts Point?

Athena: The air quality in Hunts point is terrible. With all the
trucks and gas that contaminates the air, it attacks the asthmatic
people. | personally suffer from this everytime | come over here.

Brandon: The air quality in hunt point is harmful.

Q: Do you or someone you know has asthma? If so, do you
think the air quality plays a part in it?

Athena: | have asthma and coming to the hunts point community
| have to constantly make sure | have my asthma pump on me
because at some moments | start to feel a tight pain in my chest,
especially when i’'m doing something outside. | hate this area.

Brandon: Yes, my great grandma got asthma. The air quality
definitely plays a part in it.

Q: How do you think we can start improving the air quality?

Athena: to improve the air quality in Hunts Point, trucks should
be limited. To improve the quality of the air they should put some
type of filter on the trucks. We improved in technology and we
should be able to figure out how to make the gas that comes out
of trucks cleaner.

Brandon: First we gotta be heard, people have to start noticing
us. The government got to start cleaning up its mess.

30 | @thepointcdc



particulate matter 2.5 (PM2.5):

Particles are defined by their diameter for air
quality regulatory purposes. Those with a diameter
of 10 microns or less (PM10) are inhalable into the
lungs and can induce adverse health effects. Fine
particulate matter is defined as particles that are

2.5 microns or less in diameter
Environmental Justice communities, including

Hunts Point, are disproportionately exposed
to PM2.5 pollution,and as a result, suffer

C
(&

[ ol e

from higher rates of respiratory illness,
heart disease, stroke, lung cancer,negative
birth outcomes, and other life-threatening
conditions associated with breathing dirty

air on a daily basis
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T |
WHAT IF
YOUR WHOLE ~
NEIGHBORHOOD [/
WAS A TRUCK 2
 ROUTE?
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PORTRAIT BY REN FIGUEROA
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PORTRAIT BY,
SKYE CEDENO
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LAST-MILE TRUCKING
FACILITIES

THE THREAT OF MORE WAREHOUSES

Over 2 million MORE TRUCK TRAFFIC, NOISE, & AIR POLLUTION

packages are
delivered in NYC
each day, leading to

increases in truck
traffic and emissions. of additional diesel trucks & delivery vans to New York City’s

These types of facilities are fundamentally different from
traditional warehouses that store excess inventory—due to their
larger size and intensive truck usage—and will bring thousands

already congested streets. Without new controls, these vehicles
will emit tons of toxic air pollutants into neighborhoods already
suffering from poor air quality and associated health impacts.

UN R EG ATE ZDN | N G ) Facilities in Development

. e NY Assembly District 51
These giant facilities do not undergo any

public review process or environmental
review because they are not defined under
zoning law, so NYC Department of City
Planning treats them as “warehouses”
which can be constructed "as-of-right" in
manufacturing districts and C8 commercial
districts. These trucking facilities are being
concentrated in communities of color and
low-income communities, where residents,
schoolchildren, and workers have long been
exposed to disproportionately high levels of

harmful vehicle exhaust.
Red Hook & Sunset Park, Brooklyn

If left unregulated, these giant facilities will lead to:
increases in truck traffic, higher emissions, more congestion, more waste, and
unsafe streets
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COMMUNITY-LED ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE SOLUTIONS

REGULATING & ELECTRIFYING TRUCKING FACILITIES

CREATING A ZONING RESOLUTION TEXT AMENDMENT

Frontline environmental justice communities across NYC faced with the impacts of giant last
mile trucking facilities have come together to work collaboratively with partners & allies to
develop a citywide initiative to pass a Zoning Resolution Text Amendment for a Special
Permit.

]
THE ZONING RESOLUTION MUST: R

volumes have
grown by 21% and is
expected to
continue to grow.

Define last-mile facilities based on size & number

of vehicle trips per day

Require last-mile developers to seek a special

permit from the City Planning Commission

Direct the city to consider impacts on vehicular

congestion and air pollution in surrounding

frontline communities

Require compliance with zoning standards to

protect our waterfront

Prevent the clustering of last-mile facilities in

frontline communities ‘ OUR

Require facilities to use renewable energy and = HEA LTH

not fossil fuels for onsite & operational activities IS &

Align with New York's Climate Leadership &

Community Protection Act mandates IUST AS
ESSENTIAL !

For more information on the impacts of last-mile trucking facilities, contact: kevin@nyc-eja.org

THE POINT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 1 I.AST'M".E NEW YORK LAWYERS FOR THE PUBLIC INTEREST
EARTHIJIUSTICE ; NYC ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ALLIANCE
EL PUENTE (e1=(e) UPROSE

INTHE ZONE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
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Our Bronx.
Our Plan.
Our Power.
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